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The house his old man tore down after they moved into the trilevel had been built in 1885 by Patrick Devere and had proudly looked out over eight hundred acres, including two densely wooded areas and a small lake which was now a hazard on the Walnut Grove Golf Course. The Devere farm had gradually grown larger over the years, until the Depression, when Grandpa Devere lost all but thirty acres. Leo Barany had grown up listening to his mother talk about how it had been when she was a girl. He felt almost like deposed royalty, and he inherited from his mother a sullen resentment. For Mrs. Barany, October 12 was not Columbus Day, but the anniversary of the foreclosing of the mortgage on the Devere farm. On that day his mother wore black, but his father wore a sardonic grin. The old man had not liked the suggestion that if her family had not fallen on hard times she would never have married a man like him.


After he finished the trilevel, Barany senior had the old Devere place torn down. To hell with tradition, they needed the land for planting. From the age of fifteen, Leo dreamed of leaving the house his father had built. He would go away and become rich and buy back every goddam acre Grandpa Devere had lost and that would show the sonsofbitches.


Well, he had gone away, but he had not become rich. He hadn't really tried, which was a long story in itself, and he came back to take possession of the trilevel when his parents were reported missing in Florida.


They had never been found.


They were buried in the backyard, beneath the little sheet-metal storage shed his old man had bought for the rider mower. The shed had a concrete floor now.


Barany could live in the house, all right, so long as he paid the taxes, but he'd have to wait for anything else coming his way from his father, and nothing he could say would change it.


“Ask a lawyer,” Howlett said. “I don't make the laws, I just enforce them. Someone missing has to be declared dead before the will can be probated, and in this state that means five years.”


“But they were reported missing in Florida.”


“Maybe they're missing  from Florida and not in it,” Howlett said with a sly rustic grin.


Barany let it go. For a week he worried, wondering if Howlett suspected something. But he decided that was impossible.


Hire a lawyer? With what? If Howlett was right, he wouldn't get anything and would be unable to pay the lawyer. If Howlett was wrong, the lawyer would no doubt descend on the property like a vulture. Barany had read somewhere, maybe in Reader's Digest, that a shrewd lawyer could eat an estate alive, and legally too.

So Leo Barany had to wait. He couldn't sell the house and he didn't want to rent it. He wasn't worried about the storage shed, not with that concrete floor he had laid, but there was no point in taking chances.

Howlett's remark proved to be one he couldn't forget. And anyway, where the hell would he go?


Nights he would sit in the breezeway his old man had built where you caught the scent coming in over the fields, a sweet sad smell that brought back all Leo's boyhood longing. He could look down the drive-way winding toward the Wabash Road and recall how he had dreamt of leaving once and for all, shaking the dust from his shoes and never looking back.

Ralph  McINERNY, Body and Soil, 1989.

I - COMPREHENSION

1. In which country does the story take place? Justify with three quotations.

2. Whenever possible fill in the boxes of  the family tree, using only people's names.

3. Match the characters with the expressions that refer to them in the following list :

"his old man" (l.1); Grandpa Devere (l.4); a man like him (l.10); Barany senior (l.11); Barany (l.21).

the son : 


the father : 


the grand-father: 


4. Who made what? The son, the father or the grand-father?

the original farmhouse: 


the concrete floor in the storage shed: 


the three-storied house: 


5. Which graph best corresponds to the changes in the family's fortune? Justify your choice with one quote for each of the stages in the family's history.



             

1                     2                        

  3

..........................................................................................................................................................

6. Choose in the following list three adjectives that characterise the son, then three that characterise the father and justify your answers by quoting the text. (One quote for each adjective).

Ambitious, contented, depressive, entrepreneurial, humble, pensive, resentful, respectful, revengeful, sarcastic, sympathetic, unfeeling.

the son : 

the father: 

7. Sum up the situation in which the son finds himself after the conversation with Howlett. Complete the following sentences:

He was allowed to 


He was obliged to 


He was prevented from 


He couldn't afford to 


He was advised to 


8. a)   Find a synonym for the word "testament" in the passage that runs from line 21 down to line 32 :

……………………………………………………………………………………….

b) Choose Howlett's likely occupation from the following list and underline the appropriate word. Then justify your choice by quoting from the text.

sheriff  -    lawyer    -    private investigator
 -    notary

Justification : 

c)  What legal information does Howlett reveal to Barany that he did not know?

9. Which of the five following statements helps the reader guess what really happened to the parents. Tick the appropriate box.


The son came back to live in his parents' house. 


The main character had laid a concrete floor in the shed. 


The main character had a chat with Howlett. 


The son left his parents. 


The parents were reported missing.

10.  Explain what really happened to Barany's parents.

…………………...………............................................................................................................

      ........................................................................................................................................................

11. "For a week he worried, wondering if Howlett suspected something." (l. 27) What did    Howlett suspect? Why did Barany worry?

12. What impression is conveyed by the last paragraph? Choose from the list and justify in your own words. 

                contentment   -   sorrow  -   helplessness  -   rage   -   fear

13. Explain the play on words contained in the title "Body and Soil."
14. Translate into French from "Hire a lawyer?…" (l. 29) down to "…, and legally too." (l. 32)

II – EXPRESSION

Choose one of the following tasks and write a 250-word essay.

1. Some people say that money is the root of all evil. To what extent do you agree with them?

2. Imagine the end of the story. What do you think eventually happened to Barany?
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